An apparatus for studying operant activity of captive coyotes.
We describe a portable apparatus designed to examine the free-operant food preferences of captive coyotes in their home kennels. Because lever-pressing for food access was the dependent variable, we measured food preference independently of food ingestion. Using successive approximation, we trained 8 out of 19 coyotes (42%) to use the apparatus. This percentage is similar to training rates for dogs. We used fixed and variable ratio schedules of reinforcement to further test 4 of the trained coyotes. All 4 produced response curves similar to those of other species on similar schedules of reinforcement.